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Separate but Equal in Austin:
L.C. Anderson High School

by Rebekah Dobrasko

he old Anderson High School building
sits atop a small hill at 900 Thompson
Street in East Austin, just east of Pleasant
Valley Road. This building, constructed in
1953, is the fourth to house L.C. Anderson
High School, Austin’s only high school for
African American students during the era
of segregation. The school is significant
not only as Austin’s historic black high
school. The building itself reflects the
social context of the growing American
population after World War II, the fight
to maintain segregation in schools by
building new black schools to be “separate
but equal,” and national trends in school
planning and school design. It is still owned
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enrollment and poor building conditions.
That school later burned. The Comal Street
school building became Kealing Junior
High School when the “new” Anderson
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High School opened in 1953. That building
burned in the 1980s, although Kealing
Middle School still remains at the site. The
1953 Anderson High School is one of only a
few schools remaining to tell the story of
black public education in the Capital City.
The late 1940s and early 1950s were
a time of great growth and change in
Austin. Soldiers, both black and white,
returned from fighting overseas and began
settling down and starting families. AISD
planned for new schools to accommodate
student body growth. Austin needed new
white high schools to serve the growing
populations in the south (William B.
Travis High), north (McCallum High),
and west (O. Henry Junior High) sides of
the city. However, since East Austin was
the segregated portion of the city for
African Americans, it planned for a larger
black high school only in the east. At
the same time, the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP) began a sustained legal fight
for equalization between black and
white schools in the South. This legal
fight quickly moved to an argument that
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Austin’s Negro Citizens Council pressured
the AISD for better schools and better
equipment. A study showed that Anderson
High needed new buildings, improved
lighting, lockers, bathrooms on each floor,
and a larger cafeteria. Anderson High
was the last AISD school to rely on coal
for heating. One former teacher recalled

system. It had twenty-five classrooms,
including spaces for art, music, science,
home economics, business, and industrial
classes. A new cafeteria held state-of-theart food equipment, and a gymnasium and
football field on the campus led to the 1953
Anderson campus becoming a true center
of Austin’s African American community.
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School played out across the South. Stay
tuned for the Preservation Austin Fall 2017
newsletter to learn why Anderson High
School is now located in northwest Austin
on Mesa Drive. h
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